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PHILIP DE LASZLO, M.V.O., P.R.B.A., R.P., N.P.S,, (1869-1937)

Bomn b Budapest of haemble parertage, Philip Adexius de Liszio
lefl skl aged only nine, end Thereafier underiook § nsmber of
pracical apprepticeshepd. The L of those was widh g F{'ﬂnwa[ﬂ"‘lr_
wiere the fifieon year old boy copied porrali drawings fnam the prises
N wms emnpioyod i doloar, Hix taleni was noticed by 8 philanthropic
mohleman, whir helped him gain o sine scholarship io the Acsdemy of
Arts i Budspest. He laler won Matiossl Saar Schalanhips 1o shsdy in
Vemsor, Munsch and, in |890-91, st ihe Acsdimbs Jullan s Para.
Charimg the 1R%)s de Laseld bocame a ssccemaful profesdonal
OMrRIRS) ot in his nabive country and in Ausiiria mnd Liermany
wiere many of his siflers were memben of the roval femilies of thoss
Eouninics

Im 10 de Lixrld mamed Ly Madeling Guinnesa, whom ho
had mef some scven yoars before in Munkch, S8 was oo of the
rmeive chvibdren of Henry Cienncas, banker, and his wife Emeling
Reown, of Burtcn Hall, Stillorgan, County [heblin, As a reaull, Bis
poriruil praciice shiBed powasds Lreland and England. However, during the exrly 19008, de Lissld continaed
1 be based B Yienna, and amongst biv siitees al shis tinse were the Emperor Frane Josel of Awusiris and
Pogee Lo X111, who gave e siftiogs in the Yatlcas in March 1900

In 1907 de Licrlt seitded in Lomdsn: in the sanes year an exhibsinon of Thus work was Bebd g1 the Fine
An Sotiety. which wai allended by seveml members of the Roval Family, including King Edward V1]
Almos mmediniely e Lisyld received & comminion io paimi the King aml OQueery Abexandea and their
damghter, Frinceid V<tona. Chver the years he wia o paint almost the entire Greek Roval Family amd a
i g ficmnl. murnber of pormio of the Bridsah Boyal Family, inclusting our pressrs Oueeh as a ohild

In 118, de Lisak) visiied the Undied States o paim Thoodore Hoosevell Later he was sl o pasnd
Fresidents Coolidge, Hoover and Hasdeng, their wives and many aiber prominenl Ameneand. The voars up
to The Firll World War were brilliasily woccessiul ones fof de Liseld; be wo in greai demand s a
ponrlisl wherever he went, In 1510, he was awarded the M.¥.0) by King Edward VIL Im 1912 Be was
ennctied by the Emperor Frane Joseph and im 1514 he was pranted British citirenabdp, His porrsl pracisce
wili nof affected by Ihe war m ds carly simges. De Liseld painied many fine ssudy porimits of young
servRiemeen on leave and he generoualy pive work of him o be wald for 1he Bensfit of war charities, in
particular The Hed Cross. As the war conlimoed however, becauie of de Lisebd'y natiovalny of bk, be wa
miked o resign Trom vahous afl associadioon amd portrell cofmemisasins became fewer. [n 1917 de Lisald
win inerned and for a year he was @npriacsted. uniil ks kealth brobe dowe. when ke wa nermiited 1o legve
1o be under hosgse serest in a mermng boime, In 1909 the Revocation Commisiee beard by case. and sch wid
I mupperting evedénce of lesding mombers of the establishnseng and aristocracy, hin naene wad cleared and
his repumtion compleiely exonereied

in the post-war years de Lhseld resumed his role o Eurepe's lesdiag portrail paleder, He had
commanded a2 larpr & o as L1000 For & fall-lengih portrain in 1913 and by 1926 was charging scene 2,000
guineas for ihe same. However, he painted many o distanguished person wiilko charpe and frequenily gave
Friereds ansl sitters Flisly [h"l'l:.'lil] mnd] dewwings & 8 mark of respeol or sdfection Hia ieputation sl remaim
largely s a society portrall paimier, b numbered amongst hiv sifien weee industrialbn end seienilsis,
poldticans, men @l women o lemess and othed emineni, & well g ordinery . peonle. He was an artist of
gread pafural skill; his badscapes and Nigure skechss were as beautifully and Musnily palmed &3 his
poriraits. He was @ devoled, of olten absend, Tamily mam and he flled sl his spare moments painting
inkimase and sensitive studies of his wife and five soes and mill Fives smad imferiorn ol (el Boime 1h
Fieppshn s Avenue, hwiss L oflkge

O 22 Movember 191 T, de Liarls dbed st hils home In Londen; ihe fatal heer fallure largely
anbuted o hin ipabdity B0 akaw his pace of life and work Two days later his eldexn wn thowed Ducen
Snery srcsaned his last exhibition held in aid of The London Hoaupital and the A’ Bencvolen bnatiiation
a5l Wikdeomdein s in Bond Sireet
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